Dead Man Talking
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“Hope Is A Person”

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had
already been in his grave for four days. '® Bethany was only a
few miles down the road from Jerusalem, ' and many of the
people had come to console Martha and Mary in their
loss. 2 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she
went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house.?' Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother
would not have died.? But even now I know that God will
give you whatever you ask.” 2 Jesus told her, “Your brother
will rise again.” **“Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when
everyone else rises, at the last day.” ? Jesus told her, “I am
the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will
live, even after dying.’®Everyone who lives in me and
believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this,
Martha? 2’ “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who has come
into the world from God.” —John 11:17-27 (NLT)

Four Faces of False Hope

We put hope in our ability to pray.
We put hope in our ability to believe.
We put hope in fate.

We put hope in our own goodness.

Get to know Jesus!

“As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to
Jerusalem, they came to a certain village where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.
Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to
what he taught.” — Luke 10:38-39 (NLT)

“...I know whom I have believed, and am convinced
that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him
until that day.” — 2 Timothy 1:12 (NIV)

Consider what Jesus has done for others!

“But the crowd laughed at him because they all knew she
had died. Then Jesus took her by the hand and said in a
loud voice, ‘My child, get up!” And at that moment her
life returned, and she immediately stood up!”

— Luke 8:53-55 (NLT)

Have faith in the character of Jesus!

Believe in His Power! Trust in His Goodness!
Surrender to His Will! Rest in His Love!

“And may you have the power to understand, as all
God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high,
and how deep his love is. May you experience the love
of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully.
Then vou will be made complete with all the fullness
of life and power that comes from God.”

— Ephesians 3:18-19 (NLT)




